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* Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

09/413,923 



Examiner 

Mack N. Haynes 



Applicant(s) 

NEWELL ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2879 



_ The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 

Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be tamely filed 

! J&fflfcSrcSESES rn— sJuto^riod^il, apply and wil. ^^^SS^^S^tST 

Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S C. § 133). 
■ Any reph ? received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if t.mely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

-!)□ Responsive to communication(s) filed on . 

2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)E2 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) I3 Claim(s) 1^5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) KI Claim(s) U5 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) Q The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)Q All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3 □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 

rvTi „« /.-, rf /DTnRQM 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

1) E Notice of References Cted (PTO-892) 5 H Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) LJ "once 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1 449) Paper No(s) . 6) U Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 
U.S.C. 102 that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this 

Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Dakin et al. (4,757,236). 

With regards to claims 1-5, Fig. 1 as well the Abstract, col. 2, lines 34-54 
and col. 3, line 37-col. 4, line 58 disclose a mercury-free, metal halide lamp that 
comprises ihe following: an outer envelope 1 1 that contains an atmosphere 
selected from the group consisting of vacuum and nitrogen; and an arc discharge 
vessel 10 mounted therein; wherein, the vessel has an aspect ratio greater than 
5 and containing a fill comprised of iodides selected from the group consisting of 
sodium, scandium, lithium or cesium and a buffer gas of from about 50torr to 
500torr selected from the group consisting of xenon, argon and krypton. More 
over, Dakin et al. disclose the discharge vessel comprised of fused silica as well 
as the lamp inherently comprises a ballast that is capable of supplying power. 
Note-In claim 5, Applicants are incorrectly trying to invoke 1 12-6 th paragraph 
(means plus function), as a result, patentable weight is given to the structure 
(lamp having a ballast) and not to the functional or intended use limitations. 
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Conclusion 



The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Van Vliet et al. (5,973,453), Russell et al. (5,394,057), and 
Fromm et al. (6,069,456) disclose mercury-free lamps. 

.Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications 
from the examiner should be directed to Mack N. Haynes whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-5460. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri., 
9:00a.m. -5:00p.m.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Nimeshkumar Patel can be reached on (703) 305-4794. 
The fax phone numbers for the organization where this application or proceeding 
is assigned are (703) 308-7722 for regular communications and (703) 308-7722 
for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
or proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 308-0956. . 
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